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WHAT IS « LEGOTHEQUE » ?

 Our view : a team of librarians against stereotypes

 Identity : a group created in 2012

 Keywords : Gender, LGBT and multiculturalism

 Actions : Exhibition on Gender, Conferences organization

and lectures

 Networks : civil and professional associations, 

researchers and academics, medias, libraries

To know our actions : follow our Blog, Facebook and Twitter



WHAT IS THIS PRESENTATION

ABOUT ?

1. It aims at showing how libraries – and first and foremost 

librarians – in democratic cultures are essential in the 

struggle against prejudice and stereotypes

2. The demonstration is based on the organization by the 

Legotheque Group of a living library about Gender issues 

at the National Congress of the French Association of 

Librarians in Strasbourg (France, 2015)



THE KEY QUESTION IS …

In these times of financial crisis, 

identity crisis, democracy crisis, 

managerial crisis… 

“We are librarianing in messy, 

polarized and yes, still sexist, racist, 

homophobic times” (Chris Bourg)

To what extent librarians as a 

profession must contribute to reshape 

the role of the library in order to 

promote equality and challenge 

prejudice ?

Bourg, Chris. (2014). “Librarianing to Transgress, Closing Keynote”, ACRL Oregon & 

Washington Joint Conference. Retrieved December 2, 2015 from : 

https://chrisbourg.wordpress.com/2014/10/25/librarianing-to-transgress-closing-keynote-

acrl-orwa-2014/

https://chrisbourg.wordpress.com/2014/10/25/librarianing-to-transgress-closing-keynote-acrl-orwa-2014/


 We have to rethink the role of 

librarianship 

 We have to advocate that libraries must 

play a political and social role

OUR KEY ROLE AS LIBRARIANS



WHAT IF LIBRARIES WERE NOT 

NEUTRAL ?

1/ Librarianship sees itself as neutral …

“Librarianship has come to see 

itself as a passive and apolitical 

force expected to be completely

neutral on social, economic, and 

political questions”

Trosow, S. E. (2001), « Standpoint Epistemology as an Alternative Methodology for Library 

and Information Science ». The Library Quarterly : Information, Community, Policy 71, 3, p. 

360-382.



« LIBRARIES ARE NOT NEUTRAL » 

2/ …But libraries are far from being neutral

“In spite of the pride many libraries take in their neutrality, 

libraries have never been neutral repositories of knowledge (…) 

and have always reflected the inequalities, biases, 

ethnocentrism, and power imbalances that exist (…) through 

collection policies and hiring practices that reflect the biases of 

those in power at a given institution. 

In addition, theoretically neutral library activities like cataloging 

have often re-created societal patterns of exclusion and 

inequality” 

Sadler, B., Bourg C. (2015). “Feminism and the future of library discovery”. Code4Lib 

Journal, 28. Retrieved December 2, 2015 from : http://journal.code4lib.org/articles/10425



MOVING FROM THEORY TO 

ACTION

There are 2 options :

 The first one would consist in first 

establishing the diagnosis, then do 

nothing. (NO)

 The second one, which is advocated by 

the Gender studies, aims at linking 

practice and theory, to combine rather 

than oppose them.

Thus, the most effective and uniquely librarian way we have to do is 

to create spaces (real and virtual) where the free exchange of ideas 

and thoughts is accepted and encouraged. 



AN INNOVATIVE WAY TO CHALLENGE 

STEREOPYPES : LIVING LIBRARIES

 Created by a Danish youth organization 
in 2000 and now operational in more than 
70 countries

 It is an innovative way to promote 
dialogue, break stereotypes and tackle 
prejudice by giving direct access to 
someone else's experience. 

 The living Library works exactly like a 
traditional Library : readers can borrow a 
"book". The difference is, books in the 
living Library are human beings: "living 
books", with whom the reader can have a 
conversation.



A LIVING LIBRARY TOWARD

LIBRARIANS IN JUNE 2015

A living library organized by the Légothèque group :

 in partnership with Olympe de Gouges Library 

 on “gender issues” since Strasbourg has signed the 
European Charter for Equality of Women and Men in local 
life. 

The Living Library “Gender issues” goals were twofold:

1 / To promote the almost unknown concept of Living Library 
in France as, on the one hand, an effective tool used for the 
struggle against prejudice and, on the other hand, to 
encourage librarians to set up living libraries. 

2 / Make sure that librarians can face their own stereotypes 
and learn about gender issues



THE EVENT 1/4

The "living books” were recruited 

from volunteers  belonging to 

feminist associations within the 

equality commission of the City of 

Strasbourg. 

Several meetings were organized by 

the Olympe de Gouges library to find 

the titles of various books and to 

create the future catalog.



Some examples of the 16 « books » :

Because I’m a girl 

Gender equality, the unfinished European challenge ?

Can we be feminists in 2015 ?

Librarian or activist ?

Gender equality : how to deal with it in libraries ?

Being lesbian today in France and elsewhere

Lesbo/Hatred

Prostitution : an another approach

Talking to exist and no to suffer anymore

THE EVENT 2/4



About 40 librarians discussed for 15 minutes with each of the 16 

"living books" with great enthusiasm

THE EVENT 3/4

Cc Charlotte Hénard



THE EVENT 4/4

Cc Charlotte Hénard



CONCLUSION

1/ We, as librarians, should question our 

own stereotypes as well as the biases 

shaping our librarian organizations

2/ We do have a political and social role to 

play by struggling against all kinds of 

stereotypes and prejudice in society



THANK YOU !


